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NEWS RELEASE
(Editor's note: To see how the online housing lottery works Sunday, March 4, please call Pat
Matyas at 627-8196. A computer also will be set up in a corridor of UD Arena during the UDXavier game so that students attending the game can select their housing choice for fall. The
game begins at noon Sunday.)
UD'S ONLINE HOUSING LOTTERY THIS SUNDAY;
STUDENTS TO HOUSE HUNT WHILE CHEERING ON FLYERS
DAYTON, Ohio :- For one afternoon, the University of Dayton will meld its passion for
basketball with its devotion to technology.
When the UD Flyers play Xavier University's Musketeers in an A-10 conference game at
noon Sunday, March 4, raucous UD students will be cheering on their beloved Flyers.
At the same time, some of them will be "house hunting."
As part of the University's online housing lottery, students whose lottery "window of
opportunity" falls during the game won't have to choose between the Flyers and a preferred
place to live in the fall. They can log onto a computer at UD Arena while the game's being
played, spend several minutes selecting a residence, then return to their seats. They'll "kill two
birds with one stone," a UD official says.
"Our students love their basketball, and Xavier is such a huge rival that we wanted to
make sure they wouldn't miss the game or the lottery," explains Robin Shuleski, associate
director of residential services for assignments and technology.
The computer will be set up in a corridor at the arena from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30p.m. on
Sunday.
In its second year, UD's online housing lottery was created to reduce reams of
paperwork, end long lines and lost afternoons for students. It's just one of many reasons why
UD was named the top wired university in Ohio and the most wired Catholic university in the
country, according to a Yahoo! Internet Life survey released in May 2000.
"The online lottery been overwhelmingly well received by students and staff," Shuleski
says. "It's gotten rid of tons of paperwork, and students say it's so much less frustrating than
the old way."
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For the housing lottery this Sunday, upperclassmen will log onto the Internet from their
rooms on campus or make their choices from the computer lab in the Learning Teaching Center,
which is located in the basement of Roes~h Library on campus.
Beginning at 8 a.m. that day, student groups will sign on to the lottery Web site
(http:/ /www.udayton.edu/ -housing) using a specific PIN number and check the list of
properties to see which of their picks are still available. When their assigned three- or fourminute window of opportunity begins ott the official lottery clock, also located on the Web site,
they can make and submit their choice. They will receive an instant confirmation.
When electrical engineer major Pat Matyas logs on Sunday, he and his five roommates
hope to land a large campus house or one of the new Lawnview apartments.
"We're pretty early in the draw," says Matyas, 22, of Kensington, Pa. "Whatever we
get, this is a lot easier than waiting for hours all afternoon. I'll just roll out of bed, and it
shouldn't take more than five or 10 minutes."
The Web site features photos and floor plans of many of the properties. The list is
searchable by location and size of group each will hold. The Web site also features an "odds"
function so that students can calculate the likelihood they'll get what they want.s
Few private universities in the country house as many students as UD. According to the
National Association of College and University Housing Officers, UD ranks 14th nationally
among private universities in housing capacity with 5,509 beds. Currently, 83 percent of 6,458
undergraduates live in University-owned housing.
Student housing at UD is different from nearly every other school in the country, so the
process is different, says Shuleski. Incoming freshmen are assigned to a traditional residence
hall. Sophomores, juniors and seniors can choose to stay in a residence hall or they can vie for
suites in the Virginia W. Kettering Residence Hall on campus, in one of 15 apartment buildings
owned by the University or in one of the nearly 400 UD-owned homes in the student
neighborhood.
UD senior Bill Egert recalls the long, tortuous lines he encountered as a sophomore while
trying to sign up for campus housing. "Basically, the whole process took up an afternoon," says
Egert, a computer engineering major. "You had to just stand and wait. It was tedious."
Last year, however, the Kettering, Ohio, native logged onto the Internet to pick out a
house. It took five minutes. No standing. No waiting. No tedium.
-30For media interviews, contact Robin Shuleski at (937) 229-3317 or via e-mail at
robin.shuleski@notes.udayton.edu, Bill Egert at (937) 627-8529 or via e-mail at
egeriicw@flyernet.udayton.edu, and Pat Matyas at {937) 627-8196 or via e-mail at
matyaspj@flyernet.udayton.edu.

